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Additional Contacts:

Jeannie Berzinskas, Non-Certified Kinship Care
(303) 866-4617 jeannie.berzinskas@state.co.us

Mary Griffin, Kinship Foster Care
(303) 866-3546 mary.griffin@state.co.us

Colorado Kinship Connection
www.COkinship.org




Who are Kinship Caregivers?

Kinship caregivers are relatives, friends, and neighbors
who provide care and protection to children and youth
who cannot remain safely in their home.

Why Provide Kinship Care?

Kinship caregivers provide care to children and youth in
a safe environment when their parent(s) are unable to
due to reasons such as child abuse/neglect, substance
abuse, incarceration, mental health, domestic violence
issues within the family, death of a parent, financial
hardships, etc.

Types of Kinship Care:

Kinship Family Foster Care is a relative
or person with a significant relationship to the family
that has met the foster care certification requirements
through a county department of human/social services.
Kinship foster care certification is only available to those
with an open child welfare case. Kinship foster families
are eligible for foster care reimbursement. The county
department of human/social services has legal custody
of the child/youth.

Non-Certified Kinship Care is a relative
or person with a significant relationship to the family that
has not met the foster care certification requirements

or has chosen not to pursue the process. Non-

certified kinship families are not eligible for foster care
reimbursement, but may apply for TANF. The kinship
caregiver has legal custody of the child or youth either
individually or as a result of a Dependency and Neglect
action.

Informal Kinship Care is an arrangement
made within the family or with friends and does not
involve child welfare. Custody may be with the parent(s)
or the kinship caregiver.

How Do | Choose the Right
Option for My Family?

Some questions to consider when deciding whether to
be certified are:

o How long will the child/youth be with me?

o \What services are available for the child/youth and
how do | apply?

What financial assistance is available?
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o What are the eligibility criteria?
o How do | apply?
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Will | meet certification requirements?
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What is expected of me as the caregiver?
What if the child/youth cannot return to their parents?

Permanency Options for
Children and Youth in
Kinship Care:

¢ Reunification: Children/youth are reunited with
their family.

¢ Adoption: Legal process where parental rights
are terminated and permanently awarded to the
adoptive parents.

¢ Relative Guardianship Assistance:
Provides assistance to relative guardians who meet
eligibility requirements.

o Allocation of Parental Responsibility
(APR): Provides legal authority to make basic
decisions regarding the child or youth.
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Common Requirements:

All potential kinship caregivers that have a child/youth
placed by a county department of human/social services
must complete the following requirements:

® An application to provide care.

® Fingerprint-based background checks with the
Colorado Bureau of Investigation and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation for all adults age 18 and older
living in the home.

® Background check of child abuse/neglect records in
every state where the adult has resided in the five
(5) years preceding the date of application.

Additional Requirements:

This is not an all-inclusive list and the county
departments of human/social services may have
additional requirements.

Kinship Family Foster Care

Other requirements kinship caregivers wanting to apply
for foster care certification must complete include but
are not limited to:

® Colorado’s home study (Structured Analysis Family
Evaluation or SAFE).

® 27 hours of pre-certification training and CPR/First
Aid.

Non-Certified Kinship Care

In addition to the common requirements listed above,

caregivers that want to remain non-certified must

complete the following requirements (dependent upon

the policy of the county department of human/social

services):

o SAFE home study, modified SAFE home study, or a
written county assessment.

® Training hours (0-27 hours dependent upon the
county department).



