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Whitney Cranshaw!

Guick Facts

Sod webworms and cutworms are common
insects in lawns throughout Colorado.

Most sod webworms and citworms chew
on grass blades.

These insects rarely become abundant
enough to cause noticeable injury.
Since sod webworm injury is infrequent,
always check suspected areas of infes-
tation before applying an insecticide.

Sod webworms are onsé of the most widely
recognized groups of turfgrass pest insects in
Colorado. Adult sod webworms are common “lawn
moths” that may be disturbed to flight during
mowing. The caterpiliar stages feed on grass
blades and cause injury when abundant.

Various species of cutworms also are com-
mon on Colorado lawns, feeding on grass roots or
blades. Oceasionally, in spring, cutworms also
may cause localized problems.

Sod Webworm Appearance and Habits

Several species of sod webworms occur in
Colorado. The damaging stage is the caterpillar
or larval stage. Typical sod webworm caterpil-
lars have a dark head and their bodies are light
brown or gray with dark spotting (Figure 1). Sod
webworm infested thatch has silken tunnels pro-
duced by the caterpillars. During the day they
hide within this webbed tube and at night they
move out a short distance to feed. Sod webworms
are typically 1 to 1% inches in length when full
grown.

Adulf sod webworms are the most commonly
observed stage of the insect. They are small, buff-
colored “lawn moths” that often rest on grass or
shrubbery (Figure 2). Several sod webworm moths

“University

MAY 24 1990 Cooperative
Extension
COLORADO STATE U EMQY
State Publications Library no. 5.509

have attractive markings with silvery striping.
They are weak fliers and when disturbed from
these resting places they may fly short distances
across a lawn. (Note: Several other moths found
on lawns are not lawn damaging species, includ-
ing the alfalfa webworm and lucerne webworm.)

The most common sod webworm species
(larger sod webworm, Leach’s crambus) over-
winter as partially grown caterpillars. When
temperatures rise in spring, the caterpillars
resume feeding and become full grown in May and
early June. Most lawn injury oceurs during this
time .The sod webworm caterpillars then change
to the pupal stage within the silken tube. Sod
webworm pupae rarely are cbserved since they
resemble a small clod of earth,

In approximately one week, sod webworm
adult moths emerge fromtheir pupal case tomate
and lay eggs. Flights are most common shortly
after dark. The female moth flies low over the
lawn area and scatters its eggs. Although adult
moths have a short life span, usually less than
two weeks, female mothscan layup to80eggs per
evening.

Sod webworms have one {o two generations
per year in Colorado. When a second generation
occurs, peaklarval feeding and damage is in July.

One common species of sod webworm, known
as the cranberry girdler, feeds on grass roots
ratherthan blades. Cranberry girdler caterpillars
feed primarily in September and October, which
causes a later season injury than is typical of
other sod webworms. Cranberry girdler caterpil-
lars are recognized by their orange head with
indistinct body markings.

Cutworm Appearance and Habits

Cutworms are the caterpillar stage of “miller”
type moths. (Note: The nuisance “miller moth” of
eastern Colorado, the army cutworm described in
Service in Action sheet 5.572, Moths in the home:
characteristics and control, isnot g turd-damaging
species.) The adult moths are inactive by day and

1Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University
Cooperative Extension sntomologist and assist-
ant professor, entomology (6/89)
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Figure 2: Sod webworm adult (John Capinera).
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Figure 3: Bronzed cutworm larva (Frank Peairs).
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F:gure 4: Life stages of the ,
Colorado. ‘
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Figure 5: Life stages of the larger sod webworm in
Colorado
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