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STEFR FEEDING EXPZRIMENT
SOME HIGHLIGHTS AND (BSERVATIONS
Colorado Agricultural Experiment Station, Ft. Collins, Colorado
19421943 '

In this experiment, the rations including beet tops and using a small
amount of grain were by far the nost economical and profitable., The

steers in Lots 5 and 7 were the only ones which could have sold for less
per hundredweight than the original feeder cost without financial losse

A small amount of grain fed with beet tops, wet pulp, and alfalfa, pro-
duced carcasses of quality and dressing percentage fully equal to those
produced with a medium amount of grain, even t hough the rate of gain was
glightly lower., For these reasons, these low grain~beet by-product

rations are the ones recommended for the Colorado farmer-feeder in the oveet

producing areas under present conditions,

In this test chopped alfalfa hay fed in a standard beet by-product ration
of corn, cottonseed cake, and alfalfa (Lot 2) produced more desirable
results from each standpeint studied than when the hay was fed whole (Lot 1),

rain, wet pulp, and alfalfa hay has
use of additional protein supple-
the steers receiving cotton-
d received a higher appraisal

In two years! experiments a ration of g
fattened steers efficiently without the
ment, as shown by carcass studies, However,

seed cake in the feedlot showed more bloom an

value,

A large amount of concentrates fed in a ration of corn, wheat bran, cotton~
seed cake, corn silage, and chopped alfalfa produced the outstanding
carcasses and the highest dressing percentage, 6443 per cent, in the
experiment, The cost per hundred pounds of beef produced was greatest in
this lot. This type of ration should be considered as adapted to specialized

operating conditions where a premium product is desired.
round limestone in Lot 4 stimulated

but this lot finished with the lowest
Further studies of these

The feeding of phosphoric acid and g
both appetite and gain at intervals,
average gain and least desirable carcasses.

supplements should be made.

The loss from condemned livers, while very considerable, is by no means
unusual in fed cattle in this region, The cause is at present unknown,
but results of this experiment suggest that a highly concentrated grain

ration may well be a factor of importance,

during the period between the final
feedlot studies (Table — page 1), and the market studies (Table - page 2),
probably caused some of the changes in weights and gains. During this
period, the steers in Lot 7 were fed dried beet tops instead of the
stacked beet top silage. Two steers each from Lots 1 and 4} were kept.in

metabolism stalls during part of the experiment,

The extra handling of the steers
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