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FOREWORD 
In writing this bulletin an effort has been made to se­

lect from the large amount of subject matter relating to 
Clothing and House Furnishing the sort of informa­
tion needed by the woman or girl in the home, eliminat­
ing that portion which depends on laboratory work and re­
quires long hours of book study. 

CLOTH 
What's In a Name?-Textiles is the name by which 

this subject has always been known in the field . of 
Home Economics. In this, as in other fields, however, great 
progress has been made. On account of the growing popu­
larityof knitted materials for use in clothing, and doubtless 
before long, in house furnishing, it will be seen that the 
term "Textiles" which means literally "material or fabric 
woven in a loom," could hardly be used. The words "Fab­
rics" and "Materials" also have many meanings. 

Cloth, meaning "a fabric, woven, knitted or felted from 
wool, cotton, linen, silk, ramie, jute or other fibers, and 
which may be made up into garments or for other uses," 
seems to cover the field better than any other name. More­
over, the plain everyday word "Cloth" does not seem to 
imply as much detailed study of fibers, chemical tests and 
processes of weaving as is generally included in the term 
"Textiles. " 

PURPOSE OF BULLETIN 
The purpose of this bulletin is twofold: To teach, first, 

What to Buy in the way of woven and knitted materials for 
use in clothing the family and furnishing the home; Second, 
How to Use such materials to best advantage. 

It will be easily seen that for the average woman or 
girl it is not necessary to go back of the "yard goods" for 
subject matter. This is the "raw material" with which 
most of us have to deal and indeed there is a vast amount 
of practical knowledge to be gained from a study of just 
"yard goods." 
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The problem of buying cloth for clothing and house furnish­
ing purposes has changed since the days when our "foremothers" 
carded and spun the fibers raised on the farm and wo\'e them in­
to cloth. This they made up themselves into garments for the 
family, or if the supply was more than was likely to be needed 
by the family, it was sold or exchanged for something not possi­
ble to raise on the home farm. 

These old-time materials cannot, however, compare with 
the products of our modern looms. They differ in many ways­
in the preparation of the yarn of which the cloth is made, in the 
effect of the weave itself, in the beautiful, clear color which it 
receives in the dyeing operations and finally in the exquisite fin­
ish imparted to it. 

Each and everyone of these processes combines to make a 
beautiful piece of cloth. So it is little wonder that the woman 
who goes "a-shopping" is fairly bewildered at times by the va­
riety and beauty of the materials put before her. 

Certain considerations with which she is vitally concerned 
enter into her decision. These considerations may be enumerat­
ed as: 1. What to buy from a standpoint of cost or economy; 
2. What to buy from a standpoint of beauty; 3. What to buy 
from a standpoint of suitability; 4. What to buy from a stand­
point of durability or general utility. 

No matter how much we may talk around it, some one, at 
least, of the above factors enters into the "shopping mind" of 
most women. 

Before considering Wha,t to Buy, it will be in order to list 
the uses to which cloth is put in the home; and the qualities look­
ed for in those uses. 

Cloth is used in the making of various articles of clothing 
for persons of all ages, and in almost innumerable ways in the 
furnishing and operation of the home. 

In clothing for infants, children and adults the uses may be 
classified as for: Undergarments, dresses or outer-garments, 
outdoor clothing, and accessories. These uses include trimming 
materials of lace, embroidery, braid, or tape edgings, as they are 
used on the different types of garment. 

In the furnishing and operation of the home, material is 
used for: Draperies, upholstery, household linens, floor cover­
ings and miscellaneous uses. 
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