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FOREWORD

In writing this bulletin an effort has been made to se-
lect from the large amount of subject matter relating to
Clothing and House Furnishing the sort of informa-
tion needed by the woman or girl in the home, eliminat-
ing that portion which depends on laboratory work and re-
quires long hours of book study.

CLOTH

What’s In a Name?-—Textiles is the name by which
this subject has always been known in the field " of
Home Economics. In this, as in other fields, however, great
progress has been made. On account of the growing popu-
larity of knitted materials for use in clothing, and doubtless
before long, in house furnishing, it will be seen that the
term “Textiles” which means literally “material or fabric
woven in a loom,” could hardly be used. The words “Fab-
rics” and “Materials” also have many meanings.

Cloth, meaning “a fabric, woven, knitted or felted from
wool, cotton, linen, silk, ramie, jute or other fibers, and
which may be made up into garments or for other uses,”
seems to cover the field better than any other name. More-
over, the plain everyday word ‘“Cloth” does not seem to
imply as much detailed study of fibers, chemical tests and
processes of weaving as is generally included in the term
“Textiles.”

PURPOSE OF BULLETIN

The purpose of this bulletin is twofold: To teach, first,
What to Buy in the way of woven and knitted materials for
use in clothing the family and furnishing the home; Second,
How to Use such materials to best advantage.

It will be easily seen that for the average woman or
girl it is not necessary to go back of the “yard goods” for
subject matter. This is the “raw material” with which
most of us have to deal and indeed there is a vast amount
of practical knowledge to be gained from a study of just
“yard goods.”
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The problem of buying cloth for clothing and house furnish-
ing purposes has changed since the days when our “foremothers”
carded and spun the fibers raised on the farm and wove them in-
to cloth. This they made up themselves into garments for the
family, or if the supply was more than was likely' to be needed
by the family, it was sold or exchanged for something not possi-
ble to raise on the home farm.

These old-time materials cannot, however, compare with
the products of our modern looms. They differ in many ways—
in the preparation of the yarn of which the cloth is made, in the
effect of the weave itself, in the beautiful, clear color which it
receives in the dyeing operations and finally in the exquisite fin-
ish imparted to it.

Each and every one of these processes combines to make a
beautiful piece of cloth. So it is little wonder that the woman
who goes ‘“a-shopping” is fairly bewildered at times by the va-
riety and beauty of the materials put before her.

Certain considerations with which she is vitally concerned
enter into her decision. These considerations may be enumerat-
ed as: 1. What to buy from a standpoint of cost or economy;
2. What to buy from a standpoint of beauty; 3. What to buy
from a standpoint of suitability; 4. What to buy from a stand-
point of durability or general utility.

No matter how much we may talk around it, some one, at
least, of the above factors enters into the “shopping mind” of
most women.

Before considering What to Buy, it will be in order to list
the uses to which cloth is put in the home; and the qualities look-
ed for in those uses.

Cloth is used in the making of various articles of clothing
for persons of all ages, and in almost innumerable ways in the
furnishing and operation of the home.

In clothing for infants, children and adults the uses may be
classified as for: Undergarments, dresses or outer-garments,
outdoor clothing, and accessories. These uses include trimming
materials of lace, embroidery, braid, or tape edgings, as they are
used on the different types of garment.

In the furnishing and operation of the home, material is
used for: Draperies, upholstery, household linens, floor cover-
ings and miscellaneous uses.
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than the other, the smoother side is generally taken as the right
side.

In twilled materials like serges, there is a decided right and
wrong. When holding the material up against one the twill
should slant from the left shoulder diagonally. When looking
at the material, the twill should slant from the upper right cor-
ner to the lower left.

In satins, in materials having a woven or embroidered
figure, or stripes or plaid effects woven in a weave differing from
that of the foundation, the difference between the right and
wrong sides are very apparent.

In table linens where the novice is sometimes in doubt as to
the right and wrong sides, the textile expert will be able to recog-
nize the difference by the way the warp and woof threads go in
the design. In table damask the pattern is formed on the right
side by the filling threads, which, in the better grades of damask,
are of a choicer quality of the flax fiber, hence they reflect the
light more and give a much richer appearance to the pattern.

In materials on which the design is printed or stamped, the
right and wrong side is apparent as on one side the coloring
will be stronger and the outline more distinct.

In some materials the finish determines the right side. This
is true of napped materials of which broadcloths are a good ex-
ample.

Sometimes the method of folding the material determines
the right and wrong side. When the selvedges are placed togeth-
er and a crease Is pressed in the material through the center, and
then the entire bolt of material is wound on a board or rolled,
the inside is generally used as the right side.

‘Materials in which the right side is due to a special kind of
finish, are generally folded with the right side inside, so the fin-
ish will not be marred by handling.

'Materials of delicate color are also folded with the right side
inside. This, however, does not prevent dirt from rubbing or
showing through, especially on the fold. This can be avoided by
keeping the bolts wrapped in white cloth and stored in boxes or
drawers. In purchasing light-colored materials it is wise to see
whether they are in a satisfactory condition on the right side.

Table. damask and some others are an exception to the meth-
od of folding goods with the right side inside. Table damask is
always folded with the right side on the outside.

. Use of Figured Materials.—In using material in which the
design is either a woven or a printed figure, the following points
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regarding the figures should be considered: Size, spacing, shape,
either up and down or right and left, and type, either natural or
conventional. These points also influence the choice of the pat-
tern and trimmings.

Use of Striped Materials.—In using striped material, the
points to be considered regarding the stripes are their size, spac-
ing, evenness or regularity, right and left, and up and down (in
crosswise stripes and in stripes consisting of woven figures).

In closely woven materials, stripes have the appearance of
service and utility and call for a pattern suited to that type. In
thin, open-weave materials, more latitude may be allowed in the
selection of patterns.

In using a striped material, especially stripes which are at
all conspicuous in size, color or design, care should be taken
that corresponding stripes occupy corresponding positions on the
figure.

The popular idea that materials of striped design reduce the
appearance of size of a stout person does not hold true when a
wide stripe or one conspicuous in coloring is used. Instead stripes
of this kind call attention to the size instead of apparently reduc-
ing it.

In slanting seams as in the gores of a skirt, the stripes
should meet at a good angle and one which looks well on the
figure. Moreover, in fitting or hanging a skirt of striped mater-
ial, care must be taken that the stripes go into the belt at a good
angle, else the skirt will have the appearance of “hanging for-
ward” or “hanging backward.” -

Use of Plaid Materials.—In using plaid materials the design
or plaids must be exactly matched at all piecings and straight
seams. In slanting seams in a waist or in the gores of a skirt,
the crosswise stripes should meet, and the lengthwise stripes
should also meet at a good angle.

Plaid materials which are prominent in color or arrange-
ment of stripes should have corresponding plaids or blocks oc-
cupy corresponding positions on the two sides of the figure.

Many plaids in addition to an up down in the design
also have a right and left, as shown in the illustration. When
in addition a right and wrong side of the material is involved,
considerable skill in planning the garment is necessary.

There is apt to be more or less waste in matching the
plaids, especially in a plaid at all conspicuous in design, there-
fore allowance should be made when purchasing plaid materials
for possible necessary waste in cutting and matching.
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It is much more satisfactory to use plaid materials in gar-
ments where the seams are straight or nearly so, as less work
is required in getting a good effect at the seams than if the gar-
ment is shaped or gored.

Use of Plaid Materials in a Straight-Pleated or Gathered
Skirt.—In cutting breadths of plaid material for a straight-pleat-
ed skirt, consider whether the plaid has an up and down.
Choose the portion of the plaid with deeper or darker col-
oring or a closer arrangement or a greater number of cross-
wise stripes for the lower edge of the skirt; then plan a hem of
such a width that it can be hemmed by hand or stitched by ma-
chine at a part of the plaid where the line of sewing will not be
conspicuous. Having made allowance for the hem, measure up
from the line decided upon for the lower edge, the length desir-
ed, plus the seam allowance at the waist, and cut one breadth.
It may be necessary in cutting this first breadth to waste a piece
of material at the end of the goods in order to obtain the desired
plaid for the lower edge. Cut as many breadths as required,
using the first breadth as a guide, matching the plaids exactly
at the seams.

If the skirt is to be pleated and the right and left of the de-
sign will interfere with the effect of the pleats on the two sides
of the figure, make a box pleat in the center front, and cut the
goods under the pleat, reversing the next breadth, and planning
the seam so the desired effect on the pleating will be obtained.

Various color and design effects may be obtained by pleat-
ing plaid material for skirts, according to the method of laying
the pleats.

Use of Plaid Materials in a Gored Skirt.—In cutting a gored
skirt, the effect of the plaids or crosswise stripes should be con-
sidered first at the hip line, which is the most prominent part
of the figure below the waist.

A gored skirt in which the lower edge is curved is apt to
present a very ugly appearance when made of plaid material.
Hence, it is wise to consider the pattern carefully when plaid
material is to be used.

Use of Plaid Materials in One-Piece Dresses and Waists.—
In using plaid material for a dress, care must be taken that the
same portion of the lengthwise design is used for the center-front
and center-back of waist and skirt. The effect should be consid-
ered first at about the bust line, the most prominent part of the
figure above the waist. The crosswise stripes of the plaid will
then meet high up under the arm, at the under-arm seam.
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The material above this part is often concealed by a large
collar, and below by falling into lines of fullness at the waist or
by a belt or sash. As a rule it is better not to attempt a dress cut
entirely in one piece of a conspicuous plaid material.

Wearing of Plaids.—Plaid materials, especially if conspicu-
ous in size, coloring or arrangement should never be worn by
large or stout people.

Plaids are suited for children’s dresses, for young girls’
wear, for sports wear for anyone, and in many cases for trim-
ming.

Plaids should be worn by themselves or with plain materials,
and not with other plaids, stripes or mixed effects.

Use of Napped Materials.—Materials which have a decided
up and down caused by a napped finish require special treatment.

If the nap is long the material being brushed with the nap
to obtain a satiny effect should be cut with the nap running
down. If the nap is short the object of brushing is often to
raise the nap and give the effect of soft luster. In such a case
the cloth should be cut with the nap running up. Velvets with
short pile are generally cut with the nap running up.

Allowance for Shrinkage.—Some wash materials shrink or
draw up in either width or length during the process of launder-
ing. The amount of shrinkage depends considerably on the
weave, as generally materials loosely woven shrink more than
those which are woven closely. It also depends on the chemical so-
lutions to which the material has been subjected in the finishing
processes at the mill.

Materials do not shrink as much now as formerly as the

various finishing processes practically accomplish shrinking also. .

Where it is expected that wash material will shrink, it is
better to allow a little extra in cutting the garment than to wet
the goods before it is made up. This “wetting out” not only takes
away the new look, but the material is more difficult to cut, as
it is hard to press several yards of new goods in one piece so it
will be perfectly straight. Moreover, after material is washed,
it soils much more quickly than when new, and it is often possible
to wear new materials some time without laundering.

At the present time, most woolen materials are shrunken or
sponged before they are sold. This is done by steam much more
satisfactorily than would be possible by any home methods.
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